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four classes, the division being based on then-
annual receipts. The first class includes all
offices whose annual receipts from the sale
of stamps exceed $40,000; the second class,
those whose receipts are from $8,000 to $40,-
000; the third class includes all offices whose
yearly sales are from $1,500 to $8,000, and
the fourth class includes all offices whose an-
nual receipts are less then $1,500. Post-
masters of the first-class offices receive sal-
aries of $3,200 to $8,000, those of the second
class receive from $2,,400 to $3,000, those of
the third class, from $1,100 to $2,300. Post-
masters of the fourth class do not receive
stated salaries, but are paid by percentage
on the stamps cancelled in their offices.
Whenever the annual revenue of a fourth-
class office amounts to $1,100 it is placed in
the third class. Postmasters of the first
three classes of offices are appointed by the
President, nominally for a term of four years.
All fourth-class postmasters are under the
civil service and are appointed by the Post-
master-G-eneral. Three-fourths of all the
postoffices in the country are in. the fourth
class.
Classification of Mail. All domestic mail
matter is divided into four classes. Each class
has a specified rate of postage. These four
classes and the postage rates which apply to
each are as follows:
1.	First-Class* Includes in general all writ-
ten   matter,   namely:    letters,   postal   cards,
and  all matter wholly or partly in writing-,
whether sealed or unsealed.   It also includes
matter   sealed   or   otherwise   closed   against
inspection.
The Rates of Postage on domestic first-
class matter are:
 (a)	On letters and other matter, wholly or
partly  in   writing   (except   the   writing  spe-
cially  authorized   in   certain   cases),   and   on
matter sealed or otherwise closed against in-
spection,—3 cents an ounce or fraction there-
of.
 (b)	On postal cards,—1 cent each.
 (c)	On private mailing cards conforming to
legal  requirements  for  such   cards,—2   cents
each.
 (d)	On "drop letters,"—2 cents an ounce or
fraction thereof,  when mailed at letter-car-
rier or rural delivery post offices, and address-
ed to persons served by carriers;—1 cent an
ounce   or   fraction   thereof   when   mailed   at
offices   where   letter-carrier   service   is   not
established or where patrons are not served
"by rural carriers.   There is no drop rate on
mail other than letters.
 (e)	First-class mail sent by air requires 6
cents   postage   for   each   ounce   or   fraction
thereof (since 1935).
2,	Second-Class   Includes   newspapers   and
 periodicals bearing notice of entry as second-
class matter. No limit of weight is pre-
scribed.
The Rates of Postage on newspapers and
periodical publications of the second class,
when sent unsealed by others than the pub-
lisher or a news agent are—1 cent for each
2 ounces or fraction thereof (no limit),
and the fourth-class rates (parcel post rates
—see parcel post) on parcels exceeding 8
ounces in weight, such postage being com-
puted on each separately addressed copy or
package of unaddressed copies.
The rates on second-class matter when
mailed by the publishers thereof are fixed
by law, different rates being applied to dif-
ferent zones.
Third-Class embraces practically all mail-
able matter not included in the first and
second class, when sent in unsealed packages
weighing up to and including 8 ounces.
Among the principal items in the third-class
are:
 (a)	Circulars, printed letters sent in iden-
tical terms to several persons.
 (b)	Books,   catalogues,   and   other   printed
matter   (except periodicals,  in second class),
proof sheets and copy accompanying the same.
 (c)	Merchandise,   farm   and   factory   prod-
ucts, seeds, plants, etc.
The Rate of Postage on third-class matter
is,—IVz cents for each 2 ounces or fraction
thereof, up to and including 8 ounces, except
that the rate on books (including catalogues)
having 24 pages or more, seeds, cuttings,
roots, scions and plants, not exceeding 8
ounces in weight, is 1 cent for each 2 ounces
or fraction thereof, on each separately ad-
dressed piece or package.
The limit of weight of third-class matter
is 8 ounces. Parcels of printed matter, mer-
chandise, etc., exceeding 8 ounces in weight
come within the fourth class and are mailable
at the parcel-post rates.
Fourth-Class matter embraces that known
as domestic parcel-post mail, exceeding S
ounces in weight and includes merchandise,
books, and all other mailable matter not
embraced in the first and second classes. For
rates in fourth-class matter, see parcel post.
Special Delivery service, insuring prompt
delivery within certain carrier limits at des-
tination, is obtained by placing on any letter
or other first-class mail weighing not over 2
pounds, 10 cents' worth of stamps in addition
to the lawful postage, and on matter weigh-
ing more than 2 pounds and up to 10 pounds
stamps to the value of 20 cents in addition
to the regular postage, and on. matter weigh-
ing more than 10 pounds, 25 cents in stamps
additional.
The Registry System provides special safe-
guards for the safe transportation of valuable
mail. The fees on domestic mail are from 15
cents to $1.00, according to amount of indem-
nification provided, and 10 cents on foreign
mail. Third and fourth class mail may also
be insured against loss or damage, at fees
from 5 cents to 25 cents, according to insur-
able values. These classes may also be sent

